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Saarinen’s Quest A Memoir

Joining Eero Saarinen’s office as a designer and grow-
ing info the role of in-house photographer, Richard Knight
captured hundreds of images of the behind-the-scenes
process. From 1957 to 1961, Saarinen developed his
building ideas through large-scale models and draw-
ings. During this time Knight served as a photographer
and documentary of the unwieldy constructions, allow-
ing Saarinen to judiciously present his concepts to clients.

Saarinen is well known for the modernist Gateway Arch in
St. Louis and Knight’s photographs are a unique personal
account of the process, culture, and history of Saarinen’s
office. The book carries a foreword by Cesar Pelli, and a
contextual essay by architect, Pierluigi Serraino. A traveling
retrospective of Saarinen’s work will culminate at Yale in
2010.
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